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Answer of Spokesperson for DPRK Foreign Ministry

Pyongyang, October 21 (KCNA) -- The spokesperson for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the DPRK gave the following answer to a question put by
the KCNA on Oct. 20 as regards the fact that the U.S. is unreasonably
pulling up the DPRK over its test-firing of a new-type SLBM:

The test-firing of the new-type SLBM by the Academy of Defence Science
of the DPRK on Oct. 19 was part of the normal activities for carrying out
the medium- and long-term plan for the development of defence science
and it did not pose any threat or damage to the security of the neighboring
countries and the region.

This notwithstanding, the U.S. described the DPRK's exercise of its
legitimate right to self-defence as a "violation of the resolution" of the
UNSC and a "threat" to the regional peace and stability by bringing to the
fore the spokespersons for the White House and the Department of State
and the Indo-Pacific Command, and is taking very provocative moves such
as calling for convening an emergency meeting of the UNSC.

It truly concerns us that the U.S. is showing abnormal reactions to the
exercise of the right to self-defence proper and just to a sovereign state.

As already clarified, the DPRK's deterrent does not aim at a specified
state or forces but is for preventing the war itself and defending the
sovereign rights. And the U.S. and south Korea have been ruled out as our
arch-enemies.

When doing the recent test-firing we did not have the U.S. in mind nor
aimed at it, but it is the work which had already been planned purely for
the defence of the country. So there is no need for the U.S. to worry or
trouble itself over the test-firing.
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To criticize the DPRK for developing and test-firing the same weapon
system as the one the U.S. possesses or is developing is a clear expression
of double-standards and it only excites our suspicion about the
"authenticity" of its statement that it does not antagonize the DPRK.

If the U.S. does not take issue with the DPRK's regular and legitimate
exercise of the sovereign right, no tension will be caused on the Korean
peninsula but if the U.S. and its vassal forces persist with opting for a
wrong action, it may act as a catalyst for more serious consequences.

We have already expressed strong concern over the fact that the U.S.
and the UNSC are tampering with a dangerous "time bomb". -0-

Academy of Defence Science Succeeds in Test-
Launch of New Type SLBM

Pyongyang, October 20 (KCNA) -- The Academy of Defence Science of
the DPRK test-fired a new type submarine-launched ballistic missile on
Tuesday.

The test-launch was guided by Yu Jin, department director of the Central
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, Kim Jong Sik, vice department
director of the Munitions Industry of the Central Committee of the WPK,
and leading officials of the Academy.

The Academy said that it presented a report of loyalty to the Party
Central Committee with the pride and honor of succeeding in the test-
launch of new type SLBM from the same "8.24 Yongung" ship from which
the first submarine-launched strategic ballistic missile was successfully
launched five years ago to demonstrate the military muscle of the DPRK.

It clarified that the new type SLBM, into which lots of advanced control
guidance technologies including flank mobility and gliding skip mobility are
introduced, will greatly contribute to putting the defence technology of the
country on a high level and to enhancing the underwater operational
capability of our navy. -0-
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